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REPORT PROM BISMYA. I. 

Dr. E. J. Banks, Field Director of the Expedition (Babylonian Sec- 
tion) of the Oriental Exploration Fund of the University of Chicago, 
has reported that the excavations at Bismya began on December 25, 
1903, and that they are now proceeding to his full satisfaction. With 
the commissioner, one servant, and a consular kavass, Dr. Banks left 
Bagdad by carriage for Hilleh on December 11. December 13, in 
company with Koldewey, he spent examining excavations at Babylon, 
and on the following day he visited Birs Nimrud. The party reached 
Diwanieh on December 15, and presented their letter to the muttessarif. 
No obstacles were placed in their way, and the authorities claimed that 
it would be unnecessary to take a large guard to Bismya. With two 
mounted and four foot-soldiers, and four workmen from Diwanieh, the 
party started for Bismya on December 17, and on the second day 
reached the village of Segban, the sheikh of the El-Bedin Arabs in 
whose territory Bismya is located. They were received hospitably by 
the chief, and on the following day Dr. Banks, with about twenty horse- 
men, spent a few hours at the ruin, which is three hours from the village. 
It was the intention of the Field Director to begin the excavations with 
about forty men, but on account of the numerous Montefik Arabs who 
had wandered north to escape the fighting about Nasarieh, the country 
is unsafe. Segban, who has been informed by the Turkish authorities 
that he will be held responsible for the safety of the party, was cautious 
and insisted that it would be unwise to remain at Bismya with less than 
sixty armed workmen. On December 22 men were placed at work upon 
two wells in what Dr. Banks believes to be the bed of the old canal Shat 
en-Nil, and also of a later stream which dried up at the breaking of the 
Hindieh dam. On December 24 work was begun on two more wells, 
and on the 25th water sprang up through a hole made by a workman's 
pick, and the water was sweet. The third well progressed slowly. On 
December 28 water was also found in it. Thus one of the difficulties 
which have kept excavators from Bismya is settled, and there is every 
indication that the water will suffice for every season of the year. 

Bismya is a very large ruin, only Nippur, Warka, and perhaps 
Babylon surpassing it in extent. Its height does not exceed twelve 
meters, but it is considerably higher than Telloh, Fara, and other ruins 
where excavations have been successfully made. The length of the 
entire group of mounds, including a small low hill two hundred meters 
or so to the northwest, is 1,695 meters ; the width is 840 meters. In a 
general way, the ruins form a rough oblong square. The square may 
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be described as consisting of two parts, separated by a valley running 
east and west. The northern part, which is by far the larger, is lined 
on its western edge by nearly a dozen high circular mounds, as if repre- 
senting so many buildings apparently overlooking the canal. The 
hill gradually slopes away to the east, which Dr. Banks believes to be 
the old necropolis. The southern part is not extensive. Its highest 
hills are in the southwest corner. Dr. Banks is of the opinion that the 
mound has not been inhabited since Babylonian times. There are no 
walls visible above the surface ; the few heaps of brick which the Arabs 
have collected have been mistaken for walls. The surface of the mound 
is smooth, and has not been dug over by the Arab antiquity hunters, as 
have been most other Babylonian ruins, for Bismya is so far from water, 
and in so dangerous a locality, that a single man, or a small company 
of men, could remain there for only a few hours at a time. 

Excavations are proceeding with a force of one hundred men. As 
yet only the surface has been scratched, and in no place have they gone 
to a greater depth than two meters ; but wherever they dig they come 
upon some wall or tomb. The men, some of whom have worked in 
every ruin in Babylonia, agree that Bismya is by far the richest and the 
easiest to excavate. The results which are so rapidly coming in are 
evidence of this. 

The Arabs have given the Field Director much trouble. There is a 
dispute about the ownership of the site of Bismya, and letters have 
passed between the Field Director and the sheikh of the Montefik. 

Bismya is an exceedingly rich ruin, and there is not a yard of it 
without something of interest. The excavations have already demon- 
strated what the ruins contain, and if funds were available to employ 
several hundred workmen, not only would the security, which just at 
present is very uncertain, be perfect, but the entire ruin could be satis- 
factorily excavated before the expiration of the irade. The expense of 
the staff, which is by far the larger part, would not be materially 
increased. 

Kobbrt Francis Harper, 

Director. 

March 25, 1904. 



